20                                       FRANCE.

alike will be elected in the same way. There are eighty-
six departments in France, and the senators are appor-
tioned by the act among them according to population,
so that when the life senators have disappeared the
number of seats belonging to a department will vary
from two up to ten, while the territory of Belfort, each
of the three departments of Algiers, and several of the
colonies are represented by one senator apiece.1 The
senators so elected hold office for nine years, one third
retiring every three years.2 They are chosen in each
department of France by an electoral college composed
of the deputies, of the members of the general council,
of the members of the councils of the arrondissements,
and of delegates chosen by the municipal councils of
the communes of towns.8 Before 1884 each commune
elected only one delegate,4 but by the law of that year
the number of delegates increases with the size of the
communes, though much less than in proportion to the
population. These communal delegates form a large
majority of the electoral college, and hence the Senate
was called by Gambetta the Great Council of the Com-
munes of France.5

A senator must be forty years old; and since the law
of 1884 the disqualifications for this office have been
the same as for that of member of the Chamber of
Deputies.6

1  Law of Dec. 9,1884, Art. 2.

2  Id., Art. 7.

3  Id., Art. 6.

4  Const. Law of Feb. 24,1875, Art. 4.
B Saleilles, op. cit., p. 41.

6 Law of Dec. 9, 1884, Arts. 4, 6, and Provisions T&nporaires. Law
of Dec. 26,1887. Lebon, Frankrdch, pp. 63, 64, 67.